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Crown, after being in the hands of the Earls of Cornwall
from 1231 to 1300, we find the stampage dues consoli-
dated into a single coinage duty. Under this system
of coinage all the tin smelted had to be sent to certain
specified towns, those for Cornwall being Bodmin,
Liskeard, Lostwithicl, Hclston, and Truro; and for
Devon, Chagford, Tavistock, Plyrnpton, and Ashburton.
Here the tin remained until the two yearly visits of the
coinage officials, at
Michaelmas and Mid-
summer, when each
block, weighing roughly
200 to 300 lb., was
assayed, weighed, and
taxed : it was then
stamped and might be
sold. At some time
during the mediaeval
period it became the
custom to cast the
tin into standardized
blocks, which in Devon
weighed 100 lb. and in Cornwall 250 lb., and which
were accepted by the collector of export duties as being
of those weights. In order to evade these duties the
merchants persuaded the tinners to increase the size of
the blocks until they contained nearly twice their
nominal weight of metal, the revenue being thus
defrauded of half its dues.1 These large ingots seem,
from the earliest times to have been cast in the
shape of'an astragalus (flat oblong blocks, of which
1 S.P. Henry VIII, cxiii. 132.
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